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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This communication is responsive to amendment filed on February 12, 2007, where 
applicant amended claims 1,11, 12, 15, 16, 20, 24, 31,34, 36, 38, and 39, and cancelled claims 
25-30. Claims 1-24 and 31-39 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Objection to claim 1 is withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 2/12/2007 regarding the rejection of claims 1-39 have been 
fully considered and are not persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues that Ellis does not teach applicants "user objects associated with a 
respective user", but rather "Ellis teaches settings/profiles that are location or equipment based". 

In reply, contrary to applicants argument, Ellis actually teaches both types of 
configurations. Firstly, Ellis teaches that settings can be equipment based fl[ 91-93). Secondly, 
Ellis does indeed teach "user objects associated with a respective user" flj 1 12). Ellis discloses 
that each user in a household can establish a profile of settings that are specific to that user flf 
1 12 lines 4-11). Ellis further refers to Patent No 7,185,355, which is incorporated by reference 
into the Ellis reference, to more clearly define the user profiles (see at least column 7 lines 43-50 
in Patent No 7,185,355). Ellis also discloses that the program guide enables a user to apply that 
particular users profile to all locations flf 1 12 lines 12-16). It is therefore seen that the claims are 
still anticipated by Ellis. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-4,7-11,15,16,18-20,22-24,31,32,34,35,38,39 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Ellis et al (US Patent Application No 2005/0251827). 

7. In reference to claims 1,1 1,20,38, Ellis teaches a system, method, machine readable 
medium, and an apparatus to view multimedia content, all respectively comprising: 

a broadcast center capable of being communicatively coupled to a network fl| 59 and 
Figure 1); and 

a plurality of client systems coupled to the broadcast center fl[ 72 lines 1-16, \ 62,63 and 
Figure 1), 

wherein the plurality of client systems are in a household fl[ 69), 

wherein the plurality of client systems are logical extensions of each other flf 73), 

wherein the household is configurable to comprise a plurality of user objects, wherein 

each of the user objects defines interaction of a respective user with the system and a user 

accesses the system by logging on to a one of the user objects flf 91,94 and 112), 

wherein a client system of the plurality of client systems is configured to be selectively 

accessed by a user to change a configuration of a user object of the plurality of user objects that 

is related to a favorites setting fl| 69 and 107), and 
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wherein the system is configured to provide the change of the configuration of the user 
object related to the favorites setting to all of the client systems of the plurality of client systems 
without further activity from the user fl| 8, 98 and 100 lines 9-15). 

8. In reference to claim 2, Ellis teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the system is 
configurable to selectively add a new client system to the plurality of client systems, the system 
being configured to provide the plurality of user objects, including the favorites setting, to the 
new client system without activity from a user fl| 129-130). 

9. In reference to claim 3, Ellis teaches the system of claim 1 wherein a user object of the 
plurality of user objects can be concurrently active in more than one client system of the plurality 
of client systems fl[ 93-94). 

1 0. In reference to claim 4, Ellis teaches the system of claim 1, further comprising a server 
operatively coupled to the plurality of client systems, wherein the server is configured to include 
information related to each user object of the plurality of user objects, including the favorites 
setting fl[ 74 and 77). 

11. In reference to claims 7,22, Ellis teaches the system and machine readable medium of 
corresponding claims 4,20 wherein the server is capable to provide configuration changes to the 
plurality of client systems in response to a request for the configuration changes sent from at 
least one of the client systems flf 8, 98 and 100 lines 9-15). 

12. In reference to claims 8,23, Ellis teaches the system and machine readable medium of 
corresponding claims 4,20 wherein, independent of a request from any. one of the client systems, 
the server is capable to provide configuration changes to the plurality of client systems if such 
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configuration changes are received by the server from at least one of the client systems fl[ 8, 98 
and 100 lines 9-15). 

13. In reference to claim 9, Ellis teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the favorites setting 
includes an address associated with the network fl[ 129). 

14. In reference to claim 10, Ellis teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the favorites setting 
includes a television channel (U 1 12-1 14). 

15. In reference to claim 24, Ellis teaches the machine readable medium of claim 21 wherein 
the configuration information includes values for a plurality of configuration parameters, at least 
one of the configuration parameters being related to the favorites setting, to: 

set a bit in a bit vector, the bit vector having a plurality of bits each being associated to a 
corresponding configuration parameter of the user object, wherein the set bit indicates the 
configuration parameter associated with the received configuration information and is related to 
the favorites setting; and provide the bit vector to one of the access devices fl[ 79). 

16. In reference to claims 15,31,39, Ellis teaches a control system and a method to provide 
access to content in a multimedia communication network system having a plurality of access 
devices and a plurality of user objects in a household, the control system comprising: 

a server to receive configuration information related to a user object from a user via an 
access device of the plurality of access devices (Abstract and ^ 69 and 107), wherein each of the 
user objects defines interaction of a respective user with the system and a user accesses the 
system by logging on to a one of the user objects (1(91,94 and 112), 

wherein the configuration information defines multimedia content that can be accessed 
via instantiation of the user object in the access device (Abstract and U 69 and 107), 
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wherein the configuration information further defines at least one favorites setting for that 
access device fl[ 112-1 14, 129-130), and 

wherein the server is capable to provide the received configuration information, including 
the favorites setting, to another access device of the plurality of access devices fl| 8, 98 and 100 
lines 9-15). 

1 7. In reference to claims 16,32, Ellis teaches the control system and method of respective 
claims 15,31, wherein the server is further capable to receive revised configuration information 
related to the user object via one of the access devices of the plurality of access devices, the 
revised configuration information including a revision to the favorites setting, and to provide the 
received revised configuration information, including the revision to the favorites setting, to all 
of the access devices of the plurality of access devices flf 8, 98 and 100 lines 9-15). 

1 8. In reference to claims 18, Ellis teaches the control system of claim 16 wherein the server 
is capable to provide the revised configuration information including the revision to the favorites 
setting to the plurality of access devices in response to a request for the revised configuration 
information sent from at least one of the access devices fl| 8, 98 and 100 lines 9-15). 

1 9. In reference to claim 19, Ellis teaches the control system of claim 16 wherein, 
independent of a request from any one of the access devices, the server is capable to provide the 
revised configuration information including the revision to the favorites setting to the plurality of 
access devices if such revised configuration information is received by the server from at least 
one of the access devices fl| 8, 98 and 100 lines 9-15). 

20. In reference to claim 34, Ellis teaches an apparatus to coordinate settings to access 
content available via an interactive video casting system having a plurality of channels and a 
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plurality of user objects in a household, the system having connectivity to a plurality of access 
devices and capable to provide the plurality of access devices with access to a communication 
network, the apparatus comprising: 

a server located in the system and capable to communicate with each access device in the 
plurality of access devices via a. communication protocol suitable to each access device flf 59,72 
and Figure 1), 

wherein the server is capable to receive configuration information related to a one of the 
user objects from a user via one of access device of the plurality of access devices according to 
the communication protocol for that access device, wherein each of the user objects defines 
interaction of a respective user with the system and a user accesses the system by logging on to 
any of the user object (Abstract, U 8,91,94 and 1 12), 

wherein the configuration information defines multimedia content that can be accessed 
via instantiation of one of the user object in the access device, wherein the configuration 
information further defines at least one favorites setting for that access device (column 1 lines 
30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55), 

wherein the at least one favorites setting includes an address associated with a location in 
the communication network where the content can be accessed by the access device or including 
a channel among the plurality of channels . of the system flj 69,107 and 112-114), 

wherein the server is capable to provide the configuration information received from the 
access device, including the favorites setting having the address or the channel, to another access 
device of the plurality of access devices without further activity from the user according to a 
communication protocol suitable to that access device flf 8, 98 and 100 lines 9-15). 
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21 . In reference to claim 35, Ellis teaches the apparatus of claim 34 wherein, independent of 
a request from any one of the access devices, the server is capable to provide the revised 
configuration information including the revision to the favorites setting to the another access 
devices if such revised configuration information is received by the server fl[ 8, 98 and 100 lines 
9-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 5,6,12-14,17,21,33,36,37 rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis (US Patent Application No 2005/0251827) in view of Zollinger et al 
(US Patent No 6,321,236). 

24. In reference to claims 5,12, Ellis teaches the system, method of corresponding claims 
4,1 1 . Ellis fails to explicitly teach wherein the server is configured to include a revision history, 
the revision history being configurable to include information related to configuration changes of 
the plurality of user objects, including changes to the favorites setting. However, Zollinger 
teaches revision history related to changes in a database for the purpose of tracking changes in 
the database and distributing the changes to clients (Abstract, column 1 1 lines 45-67 and column 
13 lines 1-18). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ellis 
wherein the server is configured to include a revision history, the revision history being 
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configurable to include information related to configuration changes of the plurality of user 
objects, including changes to the favorites setting as per the teachings of Zollinger for the 
purpose of tracking changes in the database and distributing the changes to clients. 

25. In reference to claims 6,13,14,21, Ellis teaches the system, method, and machine readable 
medium corresponding to claims 5,12,20. Ellis fails to explicitly teach wherein the revision 
history includes a ticket number associated with each configuration change that is included in the 
revision history. However, Zollinger teaches revision history including version identifiers related 
to changes in a database for the purpose of tracking changes in the database and distributing the 
changes to clients (Abstract, column 1 1 lines 45-67 and column 13 lines 1-18). It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ellis wherein the revision history 
includes a ticket number associated with each configuration change that is included in the 
revision history as per the teachings of Zollinger for the purpose of tracking changes in the 
database and distributing the changes to clients. 

26. In reference to claims 17,33, Ellis teaches the control system and method of respective 
claims 1 6,32. Furthermore, Zollinger teaches wherein the server is capable to assign a ticket 
number to the revised configuration information and to store the ticket number in a revision 
history (Abstract, column 1 1 lines 45-67 and column 13 lines 1-18), based on the above 
mentioned rationale. 

27. I n reference to claim 36, the claim is taught by Ellis in view of Zollinger and is rejected 
based on the same rationale used to reject claims 25 and 34. 

28. In reference to claim 37, the claim is taught by Ellis and is rejected based on the same 
rationale used to reject claim 35. 
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Conclusion 

29. Applicant is advised that the above specified citations of the relied upon prior art are only 
representative of the teachings of the prior art, and that any other supportive sections within the 
entirety of the reference (including any figures, incorporation by references, and claims) is 
implied as being applied to teach the scope of the claims. 

30. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this finalaction and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramy M. Osman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 



Application/Control Number: 09/919,605 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 2157 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RMO 

April 26, 2007 
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